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Statement from Chief Judge Virginia M. Kendall 

 
“Providing access to justice is at the heart of the Court’s mission and critical for our democracy. 
Maintaining access to the courthouse for anyone who seeks redress remains a top priority of 
the court. It is a core principle to promote our rule of law,” said Chief Judge Virginia Kendall. 
 
As the Chief District Court Judge in the Northern District of Illinois, I chair the Dirksen 
Courthouse Building Security Committee and work closely with the United States Marshals 
Service.  During the past several weeks, I have received frequent updates on matters impacting 
the Court’s operations to allow for proceedings to continue safely.  Proceedings are and have 
been open to the public and the media.   
 
The United States Marshals Service has jurisdiction over the interior and exterior security at the 
Dirksen Courthouse. While the Federal Protective Service has authority in most federal 
buildings, the United States Marshals Service has that primary responsibility at the Dirksen 
Courthouse.   I trust and rely upon the men and women of the United States Marshals Service 
and the Court Security Officers to provide security at the Dirksen Courthouse; this includes the 
perimeter of the building. At no point did I, nor did the Building Security Committee, authorize 
or request the National Guard’s assistance to secure the Dirksen Courthouse.   
 
With my approval, additional security measures have been implemented to allow court 
operations to proceed, but those measures do not include the National Guard at the Dirksen 
Courthouse.  The Courthouse remains open and accessible for all matters including hearings, 
jury trials, and naturalization ceremonies.   The District Court Clerk’s Office will be open during 
normal business hours, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, and in-person proceedings will continue as 
scheduled by the assigned judge.   

 

 


