UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS
GENERAL ORDER 21-0005
The full Court met in executive session on Thursday, January 28, 2021 and approved a
technical amendment to Local Rule 73.1. Magistrate Judges: Reassignment on Consent.
The Court’s Rules Committee considered the rule at its meeting on Thursday, January
14, 2021. It recommended that the full Court adopt the proposed technical amendment to the
Local Rule.
The full Court considered the recommendation of the Rules Committee and agreed to
technically modify Local Rule 73.1. Therefore,
By direction of the full Court, which met in executive session on Thursday, January 28,
2021,
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Local Rule 73.1. Magistrate Judges: Reassignment on
Consent be technically amended as attached (additions shown thus, deletions shown thus).

ENTER:
FOR THE COURT

Hon. Rebecca R. Pallmeyer, Chief Judge
Dated at Chicago, Illinois this 9th day of February 2021

LR 73.1. Magistrate Judges: Reassignment on Consent
(a) Procedure for Parties to Consent to Appear Before a Magistrate Judge.
Consent formsForms of Consent to Exercise of Jurisdiction By a Magistrate Judge filed by parties
will be maintained by the plaintiff or plaintiff’s counsel until such time as all parties or
their counsel have signed the form. At such time as the consent form has been signed
by all of the parties, a single joint statement indicating that all parties have consented
must be filed electronically with the Court, unless the assigned judge or magistrate
judge allows the parties to file a single paper consent form in court. If a case in which a
consent has been filed is reassigned to a magistrate judge other than the magistrate
judge designated pursuant to Local Rule 72.1, the parties may object within 21 days of
such reassignment. If a timely objection is filed by any party, the case will be reassigned
to the district judge before whom it was last pending. If no objection has been filed
within 21 days, the parties will be deemed to have consented to the reassignment.
(b) Reassignment of Case. Any judge wishing to reassign a case pending on that
judge’s calendar to a magistrate judge following the consent by all parties to have the
magistrate judge conduct any and all proceedings in that case will transfer the case to
the calendar of the designated magistrate judge.
(c) Consent to Enter Judgment. A magistrate judge is authorized to enter a final
judgment for a sum certain to which all the parties have consented in writing or a
judgment of dismissal to which all of the parties have stipulated in writing, provided that
the parties indicate their consent to the entry of the judgment by the magistrate judge
either in writing or in open court at the time of the entry of the judgment.
(d) Limited consents. Parties may consent to the transfer of part of a proceeding to a
magistrate judge to act pursuant to 28 U.S.C.§636(c). Such consents shall be filed in
the same manner as the consents for a transfer of the entire proceeding. Upon
notification of the filing of such consents by the parties, the district judge may transfer
that portion of the case covered by the consents for reassignment to the Executive
Committee in accordance with the procedures adopted pursuant to LR40.2(a). If the
Committee approves the reassignment, the motion may be reassigned to the calendar
of the designated magistrate judge. Where such a reassignment is made, the case shall
remain on the calendar of the district judge.
Comment. The consent form referred to in section (a) may be found on the District
Court website (www.ilnd.uscourts.gov) with instructions for completion.
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