
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

GENERAL ORDER  20-0026 
 

Re: General Order Regarding the Seventeen Hour Rule / 
Memorandum of Understanding on the Timing of Initial Appearances 

 
 On January 26, 2000, the Court entered the attached General Order Regarding Time Elapsed 
from Arrest to First Appearance, Commonly Referred to as the Seventeen Hour Rule.  The Rule was 
created to ensure that the time between the arrest and initial appearance of any person arrested in this 
District is kept to a minimum. 
 
 On August 31, 2020, The Executive Committee, the United States Attorney for the Northern 
District of Illinois and the United States Marshal Service entered into a Memorandum of Understanding 
entitled Memorandum of Understanding on the Timing of Initial Appearances.  Therefore, 
 
 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED That the January 26, 2000 General Order Regarding Time Elapsed 
from Arrest to First Appearance, Commonly Referred to as the Seventeen Hour Rule is vacated, 
effective immediately. 
 
 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED That the attached Memorandum of Understanding on the Timing of 
Initial Appearances is effective immediately. 
 
 
 
 ENTER: 
 
 FOR THE COURT 
 
 
 
 
 __________________________________ 
 Hon. Rebecca R. Pallmeyer, Chief Judge 

 
 Dated at Chicago, Illinois this 1st day of September 2020 
 







UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

GENERAL ORDER REGARDING TIME ELAPSED 
FROM ARREST TO FIRST APPEARANCE COMMONLY 

REFERRED TO AS THE SEVENTEEN HOUR RULE 

To ensure that the time between the arrest and initial 
appearance of any person arrested in this District is kept to a 
minimum, the Executive Committee directs that the following 
procedures be put into effect and remain in effect except as 
modified by further order of the Court or by the subsequent 
promulgation of a rule or rules by the Judges of this Court: 

1. For the purpose of these procedures, the term "person 
arrested" shall refer to all of the following persons: 

(a) Any person arrested in this District on a 
.federal warrant, issued on a criminal complaint or an 
indictment; 

(b) Any person arrested in this District without a 
warrant who is alleged to have committed a federal 
offense against whom a criminal complaint, an information 
or an indictment will be filed. 

2. The arresting officer without unnecessary delay shall turn 
over any person arrested to the United States Marshal if the turn 
over can be effected by 4:30 p.m. on regular business days or to 
the Warden of the Chicago Metropolitan Correctional Center at all 
other times. 

3. The arresting officer or such other officer of the 
investigative agency who has knowledge of the arrest shall notify 
the Pretrial Services Agency and the Office of the United States 
Attorney immediately following the turning over of the person 
arrested to the U.S. Marshal or the Warden. The Chief Pretrial 
Services Officer and the United States Attorney shall keep the 
Clerk of the Court currently informed of the telephone numbers of 
persons to be called regarding newly-arrested persons. 

4. Whenever the person arrested was arrested without warrant, 
the United States Attorney shall prepare the necessary complaint so 



4. Whenever the person arrested was arrested without warrant, 
the United States Attorney shall prepare the necessary complaint so 
that the initial appearance may proceed as scheduled, provided that 
where a complaint has not been filed by the time of the initial 
appearance the Magistrate Judge may direct the arresting officer or 
such other officer of the investigative agency who has knowledge of 
the facts to complete and file such affidavits and other documents 
as may be necessary for the filing of a complaint. 

5. Except where a criminal complaint has been filed prior to 
the hearing, the arresting officer or such other officer of the 
investigative agency who has knowledge of the facts necessary to 
the making of an affidavit in support of a complaint shall attend 
the initial appearance scheduled by the Magistrate Judge in order 
that the Magistrate Judge may have such officer complete and file 
such affidavits and other documents as may be necessary for the 
issuance and filing forthwith of a complaint in accordance with the 
requirements of Rules 4 and 5 of the Federal Rules of Criminal 
Procedure. 

6. All persons arrested either on a warrant issued on a 
criminal complaint or without a warrant, who were turned over to 
the United States Marshal shall have an initial appearance within 
17 hours, absent exceptional circumstances. 

7. Whenever the person arrested was arrested on a warrant 
issued in this District and an amount of bond had been set at the 
time the warrant was issued, the person shall make bond (a) before 
a United States Magistrate Judge, if the warrant was on a criminal 
complaint and the person is in custody of the United States 
Marshal, (b) before the Clerk if the warrant was on an indictment 
and the person is in custody of the United States Marshal, or (c) 
before a member of the staff of the Warden of the Chicago 
Metropolitan Correctional Center who has been designated a deputy 
clerk for purposes of making bond, if the person is in the custody 
of the Warden. Only a bond secured by cash or signature will be 
accepted by the Warden. Any monies or securities to be presented 
as surety for the bond shall be presented to the Clerk of the 
District Court during normal business hours. 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING MAGISTR..~TE JUDGE 
REPORT REGARDING TIME ELAPSED BETWEEN 

ARREST AND FIRST APPEARANCE 

The Executive Committee of this court has directed the Clerk 
of Court to maintain reports regarding defendants covered by the 
seventeen hour rule for two (2) years. Accordingly, each 
Magistrate Judge shall report the number of hours elapsed between 
arrest and initial appearance of each person appearing before him 
or her. The Magistrate Judge Report Regarding Time Elapsed between 
Arrest and First Appearance is designed to accomplish this 
objective. The responsibility for the processing and accuracy of 
the form rests with the Courtroom Deputy. 

Submission of Report 

The report should be prepared for each criminal case held 
before a Magistrate Judge of this court and the report should be 
maintained in the Clerk's Office for two (2) years. 

Magistrate Judge Report Regarding Time Elapsed Between Arrest and First Appearance 

A) Case Number 
Bl Magistrate Judge 
C) Asst. U.S. Attorney 
DI Arresting Agency (11 _ ATF (2) _ DEA (3) 

(5) _ IRS (6) _ POI 171 
FBI 
ss 

(4)_1NS 
(B)_USM 

(9) _ Other (specify) ____________ _ 

Specific Instructions (Refer to illustration above and Exhibit #1) 

The information requested at the top of the report, items A 
through D should be furnished on every report, including: 

1) CASE NUMBER (Item A) . The number assigned to the action 
by the Clerk from the regular docket series. 

2) MAGISTRATE JUDGE (Item B.) 
and last name. 

First name, middle initial 

3) ASST. U.S. ATTORNEY ( Item C.) First name, middle initial 
and last name. 



1101 

(al 
Number 

4) ARRESTING AGENCY (Item D.) Indicate the arresting agency 
by entering an "X" in the space to the left of the 
appropriate abbreviation: 

( l) ATF Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms 
( 2) DEA Drug Enforcement Administration 
( 3) FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation 
( 4) INS Immigration & Naturalization Service 
( 5) IRS Internal Revenue Service 
( 6) POI Postal Inspection Service 
( 7) ss Secret Service 
( 8) USM United States Marshal 
( 9) Other Specify 

E) __ Defendant(s) listed below processed within the 17 hour limit. 

DEFENDANT 111 I ARRESTED 1121 FIRST APPEARANCE 

lbl lal lbl tel lal lb) tel Total Hours From 
Name Mo. Day Yr. Tima am/pm Mo. Day Yr. Time am/pm Arrest to First 

Appearance 

The defendant(s) listed above exceeded the 17 hour limit for reasons set forth below. 

-2-



5) Defendant(s) listed below processed within the 17 hour 
·1imit (Item E). Enter an "X" in the space only when all 
reported persons arrested either on a warrant issued by 
criminal complaint or without a warrant have had a bail 
hearing within seventeen hours after being in custody of 
the United States Marshal. 

6) Arrest to First Appearance Date 

(10) DEFENDANT 

(a) Number - as listed on complaint, lowest number 
first. 

(b) Name - first name, middle initial and last 
name. 

(11) ARRESTED 

(a) Mo. Day Yr. 
month, day 
09/10/99. 

- enter the two digit calendar 
and year date of arrest; e.g. , 

(b) Time - enter hour of arrest. 
(c) am/pm - enter the time of day that the arrest 

occurred; before or after noon. 

(12) FIRST APPEARANCE 

(a) Mo. Day Yr. - enter the two digit calendar 
month, day and year date of first appearance; 
e.g., 09/10/99. 

(b) Time - enter hour of first appearance. 
(c) am/pm - enter the time of day that the first 

appearance occurred; before or after noon. 

Total Hours From Arrest to First Appearance 
total number of hours; this information 
reported to the nearest half hour and should 
a decimal format. 
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- enter the 
should be 

be shown in 



7) The defendant(s) listed above exceeded the 17 hour limit 
for reasons set forth below - the reasons why the time 
limit requirements were not met should be noted in this 
space. 

ENTER: 

Chief Judge f =:::: 

Dated at Chicago, Illinois this day of January, 2000. 
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EXHIBIT #1 

MAGISTRATE JUDGE REPORT REGARDING TIME 
ELAPSED BETWEEN ARREST AND FIRST APPEARANCE 

A) Case Number 
Bl Magistrate Judge 
C) Asst. U.S. Attorney 
DI Arresting Agency (1) _ATF (2) _ DEA 

(5) _ IRS (61 _ POI 
(3)_FBI 
(7)_SS 

(4) 

(Bl 
INS 
USN 

(9) _ Other (specify) ____________ _ 

El _ Defendant(s) listed below processed within the 17 hour limit. 

1101 DEFENDANT 111 I ARRESTED 112) FIRST APPEARANCE 

lal lbl lal lbl lei lal lb) lei Total Hours From 
Number Name Mo. Day Yr. Time am/pm Mo. Day Yr. Time am/pm Arrest to First 

Appearance 

The defendant(s) listed above exceeded the 17 hour limit for reasons set forth below, 


	17-Hour Rule Order.pdf
	GO26.pdf

